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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, ESEA TITLE 1 

AN INTERAGENCY PROGRAM FOR UNWED PREGNANT TEENAGERS IN 
THE LOS ANGELES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT IS EVALUATED IN THIS 
REPORT. FUNDED UNDER TITLE I OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION ACT, THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED IN OR ADJACENT TO SIX 
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT HEALTH CENTERS. IN ADDITION TO REGULAR 
MEDICAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL PERSONNEL, THE PROGRAM'S STAFF 
INCLUDES A COORDINATOR, A CHILD WELFARE AND ATTENDANCE 
OFFICIAL, A COUNSELOR, AND A SOCIAL WORKER. GIRLS ARE 
EXPECTED TO CONTINUE IN THE PROGRAM UNTIL ABOUT 8 WEEKS AFTER 
CHILDBIRTH. IT IS REPORTED THAT AS A RESULT OF THE PROGRAM 
THERE HAS BEEN A 6 TO 9 PERCENT INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF 
SUBJECTS PASSED BY THE GIRLS IN THE HEALTH CENTER CLASSES AS 
COMPARED WITH THE NUMBER PASSED DURING THEIR LAST COMPLETED 
SEMESTER IN HIGH SCHOOL. THUS THE PROGRAM HAS ENCOURAGED 
POTENTIAL DROPOUTS TO REMAIN IN SCHOOL TO GRADUATE. AN 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE GIRLS' PHYSICAL HEALTH AND EMOTIONAL AND 
SOCIAL STABILITY IS ALSO REPORTED. EVALUATIVE DATA COMPILED 
•FROM STUDENT AND STAFF RATINGS AND FROM STUDENT RECORDS AND 
OTHER PERTINENT SOURCES ARE PRESENTED IN THE REPORT. (LB) 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDIKATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 

EDUCATIONAL AliD MEDICAL SERVICES 'TO SCHOOL-AGE EXPECTAI^T MOTHERS 

Auxiliary Services Division 



1 .00 DESCRIPTION 

'This component provided educational, medical, social, and related services to 
school— age pregnant gi.rls not enrolled in regular school. Six classes, located 
ill or near Los Angeles County Health Centers, were provided for the girls to 
enable them to continue their education and earn credits for five subjects per 
semester. The date of delivery governed the return date of the mother to regular 
school. Births before mid-semester enabled return that semester. Births after 
mid-semester generally dictated return to the health center class and to regular 
school the following semester. 

Seven teachers were assigned to the component with one teacher dividing her day 
between two of the largest classes. Other supportive staff included a coordina- 
tor, an assistant supei?visor of child welfare and attendance, a counselor, .md 
a nurse. Medical services were provided as needed by the public nealth nurie, 
social worker, and the medical .staff of the iiealth centers. 

. ^ OBo E' j -i.' 1 Vi'-iO 

-To improve the holding power of schools (to decrease the dropout rate) 

-To improve the physical health of the children 

-'To improve the children’s emotional and social stability and/or that of 
their families 

-To i'lentify specific strengths and weaknesses of the project 

d . 00 IMPLEMEITTATION 

^.10 Duration of Component and Number of Sc hools 

'i'his component was conducted from September 19* 1^66, through June rj, 1967, at 
or adjacent to six Los Angeles County District Health Centers. A summer session 
was held from July d, to August 15, 1967. 

j.ciO Pupils 



Instruction was provided for *''' pupils in grades nine through twelve during the 
school year. Instruction was provided for new pupils an i five continu* 

in»; nu: 1 ) s in '.es ton through twelve during the summer session. 
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3.30 onpublic School Pupils 

The component provided services to ten girls, ranging from the tenth through the 
twelfth grade, who were referred from five nonpublic schools in the component area, 

3.40 Activities 



3.41 Staff Activities 



An advisory committee of from ten to fifteen members was formed for each 
of the centers. The committees were composed of parents and school person- 
nel and representatives from the follov/ing Los Angeles County agencies; 
Health Department, District Health Centers, Probation Department, and the 
Department of Public Social Services. 

3.4P Pupil Activities 

Activities provided for the pupils included: demonstration classes in 

child care, infant and child feeding; demonstrations and audio-visual 
material presented by the public health nurse* visitations to local 
hospitals to become acquainted with procedures to expect at the time of 
labor and delivery; a field trip to a play at Widney High School; partici- 
; pation in a dental education program. 

3.30 Specialized Materials, Supplies, and Equipment 

Specialized materials included: acquisition of a kit to demonstrate making an 

infant formula; filmstrips on growth and development; films on human reproduc- 
tion; slide projectors for each classroom; a movie projector for use by the 
teaching staff. 

3.60 Personnel and Logistical Problems 

The long delay caused by present enrollment procedures resulted in a few pupils 
losing interest in continuing school while pregnant. 



4.00 EVALUATION 



4.10 Design 

Component objectives were evaluated according to the following variables: pupil 

achievement data; interviews with the counselor, nurse, and assistant supervisor 
of child welfare and attendance; health records; and pupil and staff ratings of 
the effectiveness of the component. 

The following instruments were employed to collect information on the variables: 
-Form 8 ?A assessed knowledge of prenatal and infant care. 




-Form S71B obtained report card data in regular school and health center 
classes. 

-Form 87c secured pupil ratings of the health center classes and of 
services provided. 

-Form 87D gathered staff ratings of the component for the school year. 

“Form 201A collected staff ratings of the component for the summer session. 

-Form 87F was used in interviews to determine the roles of the nurse, 
counselor, and assistant supervisor of child welfare and attendance. 

-Form 33-187* developed by Health Services Branch, listed the reasons for 
home visits by the nurse. 

-Form ESEA-6, developed by Health Services Branch, obtained medical infor- 
mation in relation to the pregnancy of each pupil. 

4.20 Attainment of Objectives 

4.21 Objective: To improve the holding power of schools (to decrease 

the droVout rate y. 

Table A indicates that there was a 9 percent increase in the number of subjects 

passed "by pupils in the health center classes in the Fall Semester, 196C- 

rind a 6 percent increase in the Spring Semester, 1967* compared with the 

last completed semester in regular school. 
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TAILS A 



eQMFASlSOM or S^illJECTS PASSED IN RIGULAt SCHOOL AMS IH HEALTI CVITIA CLASS 

1966-67 SCHOOL YEAS 



CENTBS5 


N 


SUBJECTS 
TOTAL PASSU) 


1 


?« 


SUBJICTS 

TOTAL PASSED 




xaMWci 


FALL !t966 




















Northeaat 


11 


bS 


50 


79 


11 


34 


34 


100 


21 

m 


pacolma 


9 


66 


57 


83 


9 


28 


26 


92 


Q 


South 


19 


111 


10a 


91 


19 


72 


72 


100 


• 9 


Southeaat 


26 


157 


142 


90 


26 


102 


99 

• 


97 


7 


Venice 


7 


41 


40 


97 


7 


25 


25 


100 


3 


Ifllmlngton 


16 


95 


90 


94 


16 


61 


61 


100 


6 


Total 


$b 


535 

■ 


481 


89 

• 


89 


322 


317 


98 


9 


SUING 1967 




















Northeaat 


20 


114 


90 


78 


20 


80 


80 


100 


22 


Pacolma 


19 


in 


106 


95 


19 


64 


60 


93 


-2 


South 


26 


158 


136 


86 


26 


99 


97 


97 


11 


Southeaat 


26 


169 


161 


95 


28 


92 


86 


93 


-2 


Venice 


13 


70 


63 


90 


13 


50 


49 


98 


8 


Ifllnlngton 


19 


no 


105 


95 


19 


77 


74 


96 


1 


Total 


125 


732 


661 


90 


125 


462 


446 


96 


6 



Tibia A la biaad on Foirw 87B 



Tabl# J, Addendum B, ahowa that of the 154 pupila who filled out the 
d^ueatlonnai re I 71 percent Indicated that they pluinad to continue their 
education next iemeater. The remainder of the pupila, for the moat pert, 
repreeented graduating aenlora* 

The counselor reported that aeventy-two pupil • received high achool dipiMite 
during the 1966-67 achof>l veer. 
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4.22 Object I v«: To iaprove the phvilcal Mtltb og tha cfctjdx^* 

$ 

Table B reveals that thara was a atatiatically aigBlf leant l^raviMt it 
the .01 level for pupils In both troupe on a teat of prenatal ant Infant 

care. 

TABU 1 

PU AMD POST MBAM SCOtES OH Til PWWATAL AN) ZHTAMT CABt QUISTIOMAm 



N 


PRE MBAM 


MgT HBAK 




87 


26.2 


28.2*a 


.55 


19 


25.7 


29.8** 

* - A* 


.75 





NUMBER OF WICEKl. BgTWEEK VRt AND _f(»T 
8-12 

13 or wore 

Tabla B la baacif on Pom 87A. 

‘ A auanuiry of health recorda kept by tha tniraai Tablea D throuBh Atdantu® B 
•howa that aha nade 233 ho«a calla and 472 refarrala to aganciaa, liefpltala» 
and private Mdical peraonnel. The nurta held 66« 

and othera concernad with tha puplla' w.U-hnlng tnd r.cordad 113 dat.etlifa 
conditiona. 

4.23 Objective: To Inprove the children*! ei»otl. o nal and ioclal 

and/or that of their fawillaa . 

Table C reveals that 94 percent of the pupils gave tha highest rating to 
reactions to attending the Health Canter clasa". Minaty percent 
accorded the two highest ratings to their raactiws to ^JJJ*?** . 

prenatal and infant care**. Eighty-nine percent gave tha two highest ratings 
to their **... reactions to attending class with other puplla who aliO ware 
axpcctant notharB or recent mothers**. (The Man ratinga of 
•uaMer aession ware slnllar to tha ratinga of tha pupila enrolled during 

tha school year.) 

The graduation speech given by one of the 

•ntlrccy In Addendu. B. Th. f.cUngs .xprtiMd by thl. girl indict. tlKt 
thl. objective was attained. 



TABLE C 



RATIHGS OP PUPIL lUIACTIOIIS TO HKALTH CKMltt CUSS 





ITEM 




hdSQofect"" 




MU> 






Little Value 


Much Value 








1 


2 


3- - 


4 




1. 


Vfliat were your reactions to 
aicanding the Health Canter 

cleaa? 


0 


3 


6 


14S 


3.9 




(0) 


(1) 


(0) 


(31) 


<3.9) 


2. 


What were your reactions to 
fhc Itaaona on prenatal and 
infant care? 


3 


13 


22 


lU 


• 

a.ft 




(1) 


(0) 


(3) 


(M) 


(3.9) 


3. 


What ware your reactions to 










a 




attending class with other 
pupils who also were espectent 
mothers or recent nothara? 


6 . 


10 


19 


US 


].6 






(23 


(2) 


C3) 


(?y 


{3.6> 


Teble C it based on Font 87C. 


M 


- l>5 



(SiMBmji* aessiion raiinns) (|l “ 32) 



On « i«rles of open end cotMMiila related to tat ratlngt fro« 155 pupiU, tlxty 
eight or 44 percent of the puplla conwentid t'hat the Htaltk Center claaatfl were 
valuable to thorn becauae they were able to continue their education with only 
■Inor Interrupt lone and forty-five or 29 percent reapondcd that thay were now 
able to graduate according to achcdule 

One hundred twanty puplla or 78 percent cowantad that they Itarned a lot about 
caring for thenaeivea and clialr babiea which allavlatad tMMiy of thalr faara about 
pcagnincy and childbirth. 

Hlnaty«*one puplla or 59 percent reapondad that thay had a fctling of aecurlty by 
attending claas with othera who were pregnant bacauaa thay wart in panilaaiva 
altuatlona where no one waa critical of thalr condition. Porty-two puplla or 
27 percent tell that they ware able to thara and dlaeuai c o— on probltaa 
concerning pregnancy which aade than feel nora ccsfortabla. 

4.24 Object Iva: To Identify ipeclflc a trangthg a iid Utptoaaaei of tN . fflPlf ct. 

Oat* pertinent te iMa objictive are tcnind In Talilaa N through L, Addfinlur g. 
The ratlnga in Table H, lte«a 8-U, Indicate how the pupils fait about the 
tervlcea provided by tha aaalatant iupervlaor of child wtlfara and attend- 
ance. counatlor. and nurae. Thirty-two of tha Moot urgant caaaa antmg the 
155 puplla received child welfare and attendanca aarvicas. tevanty percent 
of the pupils >?ave the two highest value ratings to aarvicea provided by 
the asslatant iupervlaor of child welfare and attandance. An ovamtialwlng 
majority accorded the two hlghaat rating# to aervicaa provldiad by both 
counselor and nurse. The puplla were divided as to the value of the aervlcea 
provided by the health center social workars. JUtings by tunner aaaalon 
puplla and staff personnel were sinllar* 
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Wh«n «.k»d to MM throe people In rank order «ho proved to be Met helpful 
to thee during their eorolleent In the health center cleeeee, p^ He ranked 
th« fcslly unit first, ch« tcachtr Mcond, and chair aochar thlrtte Th« 
nurse and counselor were ranked alath and tanth (aac Tab la ^)e 

Tha ratings In Table K reveal that the taachtris ceanaalor, outaap and 
assistant supervisor of child welfare and attaadimta vlavad tha actlvUiea 
which wart provided to iseet the educational p ph^ftieal haalthp and e*ottondl 
and social needs of the pupils as having •Hmich valtia**. 

Personnal coamtnts concerning tha atrangtha of tha coafonont wara: tha 

arograoi kept the glrla In school so that thay cottld finish thalr aducatlt^p.j 
aedlcal help and haalth aducation wera provldad dtiring dnd aftar pragi^y, 
acesnding clasaaa with others having ainllar problt^a rtlnforcgd pupils 
efforts to n^aliitaln and gain laproved aantal hadlch and a aanaa of aacwrlty, 
•any adalnlstrators displayed syoipatlMtlc attitudas Imrards tha pragnant 
giria. the Lot Angeles County Health Cantar ataffi gave thalr <aUaat 
cooperation, and parents of pupils apprsclatad th# op^rtonlty for tha 
girls to attend school. 

Other personntl conistnts tegarding tha eoaponant wart; tha anrpllatnt of 
girls who wert in poor health due to thalr pragnancyp tha fallura to drag • 
aupils who did not attend regularly or showad a lack of Intaraat, and tha 
lack of sufflclant counaaling staff to provida Individual and group counaal- 
ing to n«et the eiiotlonal needs of the pupils aad §am of thalr parents. 

Table t. Addendum a, shows tha catagoriaa of ranked eo«HanCa nada by conponant 
aersonnel concerning the susnsr aasalon. The data ravaal that aaslatanca 
provided on a continuing basla during the susmar partod, puplla vara aotlyated 
to continue their schoollngp additional knowladga about pragnancy p nutr t ^ » 
and delivery was nada available, foot attaodaaca and tha nMd for inpravad 
coswunlcatlon between the social worker and pgpll ifiea noted 10 vaaknaaata. 

Interviews ware held with tha ntirsa, counselor p and aaalstant auparvicor 
of child welfare and attendance which provided Infonwitlcin on the atrangths 
of the coaiponent and problems encountered in relation to thalr ratponslbll- 
Ities. The following strengths were reported; 

Murse 

•The positive suinner In which sympatbatlc ttachari and tha staff racelvad 
tht girls. 

-Th. fom-tion of frUndihlp. Mcmg th. gtfU which h.lp.4 et;«V* pMltlwt 
ftelings towsrdi the activities. 

Counselor 

-The t irue lag between referral and plactmant of the glrla In haalth 
classes was reduced to one weak or leas bacauaa of tha addition of a full* 
rime counselor to the coaponant. 

-A significant nuid>er of potential dropouts renalnad in seimol and gradfsatad. 






o 
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-The edJUion of * clerk helped In U« proC«Ml»t 0* gtrl» Into Md Out of 

the coiipone’it . .• 

. . I 4 /. 

Assistant supe rvlior of child 

-Some pupiU who were behavior probltwi In rnciiUr school aijttttid SM 
matured in tlu^ health center claaaroow aattint* 

-Some pupil • reported that thoy were enjoying ccliool» and that th#y wnre 
exper ienc int$ school succesa lor the first tiac* 

-Chunpes of attitudas in aome of the girls wore dewonstrstsd by ^hslr 
fcoporation am! serious work alter returning to regulsf achool clsssos. 

Th.» following problems wore encountered: 



Nurse • 

"tack of ccninsellng for serried couples about finances sad the role of the 
husband during the wlfe'a prsgnsncy. 

-Inadequate iranaportatlon In the Harbor and facoliMi areas which esotributed 
to chronic absentcelssi* * 

"Active rcalstance to Instruction In nutrition. 

-A need for the developisent of a currlculusi guide pn ‘prenatal and Infant 
care Co provide continuity of Inatructlofi* 

-A need for more coat.ct. with prlw.t. phyaiclMS becMM mmf »* 
mi .understood iMdtc.l in.truetlon. glw«i to th«i. 



Counatlor 

-Locating and aecurlog regular school rteords for sons of tbs puplla* 
-Inability to accoewodatc the large number of girls In haalth cantar etaSMb* 
-Xn sufficient time for counseling pupils concerning personal problano. 
Asiiscant 8 u f>ervlsor of Child Wslfare sn d A^tsndanci 

-The supervisor served six health center claaaas in widespread areas of the 
<Uy which prevented her from becoming acqualntefl with all of the glrlw- 

tnrolltd. 

-The limited tint allotted pamlttsd her te senrics only five to seven girl# 
In each health center class who Had conplem problasM* 

-Classroom turnover of pupils Increased caseload* 



4.30 Outcomes 



The pupil t» w*»rc able to cosg>lett mors aubjecta in 
they did in their last lemesttr of regular soliosl* 



the health asntar clssaaa 
4t the and of thn school 



than 
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>♦. !f, '#/ p. rcc*nc of all suf-Ject* t«k«n wcr« piis«f «• co«p<red to 90 p#rc«iit 
ijiilv it» Mie regular achool. 

rupll lnip<ovemcnt was statistically slgnifleacit %tk a taat of tboir iMwladi# 

prenatal and irifant care. 

Pupils Indicated that attendance i;i health center claaaaa alleviated their feere 
concerning pregnoncy, childbirth, aociel non •acceptance, end graduatlen. Thia 
was confirmed by conponent personnel* 

Pupils were divided about the value of their dlecnceioiie vlth the health cantar 
social workers. The highast naan scores vere given to diacneeions with the 
nurse both during the regular and sumaer seeaione. 

Seventy-one percent of the pupils indicated plane to continue their education 

the iext sesMster. The remainder vere noetly graduaMng saniore* 

« 

o 

The tfjne leg between referral and placenaat of tha girla in Health centar claaeaa 
was reduced to one week or leas. 

8evciity-tvo pupils esmad high school dlplonaa by conplating raauirananta in 
health center claaset. 

Tha health center nurse mada 233 hone calls. 472 refertale, and held §44 
conferences. 



Ihe number of subjact ' successfully copplatad and tha ntekher of girla vho plannad 
to continue their education indicated inprovtd holdtnf pmmr of the conpeoent* 

Pupils were referred to appropriate nedical servicit for tholr epecific pHyal^l 
health needs. 

The quality of the instructional progran and the tarvicee ef the ataff helped 
neet the enotionel end social needs of the pupils* fdnlUee alee beeefited 
fran the servicea providad* 

In the rank order of helpful persona dealgnated try the expectant tnetheta* the 
fanily aa a unit ranked firat and tha health caster teechara pieced aeceed« 



LSL&9£mmmm 

A centrellxed file of pupil infornat ion aheuld be eveilelhn for uae hy 
profestlonai pttaonnel. 

Develop a currUulun giiida relatad to tha nseda #f achool egad eepacteet nothera. 

Provide additional counselieg, child velfert eed etteedeece, eed related aupporti^ 
personnel to insure nore rapid and effective pleceannt end yregreamieg of pupils. 
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WOM CAUJ 



Vitltt 

TcactMr M^«ta 
AbMACMa 

lllMtt othar tiMMi F0stp«rMi 
Total 



Ittbtt 



Ihnraa aarvo4 6 HMlth CmUT aUiM«* 
TAkla D la baaod ob FonM 33»12T md 






^ 4 



lit 

M 
. 19 



19# 






mu'i ' ' 

• * 

Ur DOLAU MM n iMp 















* » 



. TTPM or ureuAL 




^ i ; 

CoMAty Haalth BapartMiit 




* * * , , • 




OapartMfit of Social Itnricaa , ’ 


• 4 ,|f ■■ ‘..'v '■ v*;:’- 


Loo Aagalta Ganaral Moapltal 


1 ^jyw ' , *:/* ■• 

*aW|p 

’ , e 


Nidical Social SoTvica 


•./4i • 


Orthopadic Hospital 


• 1 


Frivata fhyaiciaaa 


** * ■ 

.V, H • \ 


frivata ■aapitala 


* > ’ ' '■ ,* 

. It 


* / ' ^ ■ c 

Proiatiaa Of f iearo 


;• j • 


P.T.A. Clinic 


9 


SaTanth Day Advantiat Haaltfi and OtlfMo tataita 


4 


• L, 

Hall Saby Confaranca U tha Coaaty Hailtli DisatMtar 


JIL . 

* 


Total 


471 



TOLB f 



coHrimiaHi wbm it tm IWP 



CONFlEBiCn 


SCHOOL mi 


Ftt^llt (prenatal, paat aadlcal, and poatpartm blatBriat, 


aiic.) 42S 


Parantt 


120 


Huabaada 


• 


TaacKera 


35 


Medical Social Workara 


19 


Frlvata Phpaleiaaa 


M. 


AdMifilatratora 


10 


Public Health Huraaa 


J2. 


Total 


tt* 



TOUI G 



MriCTXW COHDITKMS REfOKTED IT TM TOM • 



TTPKS 


SCHOOL nu 
19M>67 


Antal a (before pregnancy) 


17 


Dental Car lea 


47 


Lena of Rsarlni 


i 


Eidney Infect Iona 


6 


Obealty 


3 


Toxeaia (at a reault of pregnancy) 


30 


Poor Vlaion 


9 


Total 


113 



table G it bassd on Font BSIA-6. 
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TABLE H 



RATINGS OF PUPTI* REACTIONS TO SERVICES PROVIDED BY PROJECT PERSONNEL 





ITF>1 
















Little Value 


Much Value 








1 


2 


3 


4 


• 


s. 


How did you feel about your 
discussions with the Health 














Center social worker? 


33 


27 


33 


30 


2.5 


10. 




(8) 


(2) 


(3) 


(5) 


(2.3) 


How did you feel about your 
discussions with the Health 
















Center counselor 


4 


10 


27 


78 


3.5 


11. 


How did you feel about your 
discussions with the Health 


(1) 


(1) 


(10) 


(20) 


(3.5) 




Center nurse? 


3 


12 


19 


116 


3.6 






(0) 


(1) 


(1) 


(30) 


(3.9) 


9. 


How did you feel about the 
eervicus of the Cliild Welfare 
and At tendinc** worker? 


1 


1 


6 


17 


3.3 




k. tt 1 ^ ^ ^ 








(3) 


0.2) 



(Suiwier session latlngs) 



N - 

01 - 32) 



er|c 
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TABLE I 



rank order of persons desighaied as helpful to scaooL-ACE EXPECTAHI Mortwas 




A69 



ADDENDUM B 



TABLK 1 



PUPIL PLAN!’ F0» NIXT SBMttTCt 



PREFERKNCE 


A9l 


BIO 


”’fr2c 

AlO 


Bll 


( 

All 


B12 1 


A 

A12 


TCrTAL 














18 




, 


mi 


fiet 9th grade diploma _ . 


3 














3 ( 2%). 


Return to regular achool 




5 


6 


23 


23 
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RATINGS OF PROJECT PERSONNEL WtACTIOWS 
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CATEGORIES OF RANKED COMMENTS MADE BY 
COMPONJINT PERSONNEL CONCERNING SIWMER SESSION 



ITEM 
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Strengths : 



Provided continuing daily 
educational environment 



Motivated pupiU to continue 
school 
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Assigned two full-time teachers 
to teach each class 

provided through the nurse 
knowledge about pregnancy, 
nutrition, and delivery 



Weaknesses ; 

Poor attendance due to illness, 
Biedlcal appointments, missing the 
bus, and early bus pick-up 

Conrounication between social 
worker and pupils 
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LOS ANGEUS CITY iCHOOLS 



Graduation speech given June, 1*^67 
by Vi pupil graduating frota a claat' 
room for School-Age Expectant Mothera 



IN APPRECIATION 

Distinguiahed guests, ladles and gentlemen, fellow graduates and atudanta.... 

Aa I look at myself and the other graduates, I suddenly realize that this is 
the proudest moment nl my life. 

I gueaa no one will realize haw much I love this school and all the memories 
that It holds l\>r me. I h.ive so much to be grataful for. A few years ago, I 
probably would not have had the opportunity I have today. The opportunity to 
finish my education and more laiportant the salvation of ay dreams. A few 
years ago, I would nave had to drop out of school and mayb« lose to a 

meaningless life. Today I am reci iving ray diploraa and going on to building 
a future for myself. 

When Hrat confronted with my problem, it suddenly occurred to me how time waa 
ao short and precious. We have to make our declalona about our future while 
in high school and follow It out. But, to me time was always endless, until 
I had realized that time had almost stopped for me. The thought of dropping 
out of achool made roe feel that all twelve years of previous schooling was 
wafted because I could not get ray diploma. 

But through this achool, ray life can go on. Going to this school not only 
made roe appreciate education mure. It also encouraged me to ignite the 
flame of my ambition I thought was extinguished. It made me study harder 
and I found myaelf enjoying It. 1 acquired a thirst for r^ort knowledge and 
a newfound thrill everytlme I learned something ntw. 

It isn't hard to start over again when you have parents like mine, wlio in 
spite of everything, stood behind roe and encouraged me all the way. It 
isn't hard when you have a Girls' Vice -Principal like Mlaa Sullivan, who 
befrianded and helped me, or Krs. Bennett, our teacher, here at Wldney, who 
laughed with us and shared our problems and dreams, as well as taught ub. 

Thera are others too, like Mr. Hay, our counselor, who guided and listened 
to our grievances and Mrs. Clarke, our nurse, who advised and dispelled our 
many worriee and questions on health conditions. There is s special feeling 
of gratitude within me for Dr. Lyons. It is this pioneer who made it possible 
for giro's like us to continue with our education. And of couxse, 1 can't 
forget all the girls. It Is this sharing and giving of their spirit, their 
friendship id memorivs 1 will always cherish. It Is to these people I 
dedicate ray gratitude and appreciation. Thank you all for believing in me, 
encouraging, and restoring ray faith in myaelf. 
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•vs. I U.v« . lo^ b. grateful *S” rpl^^l'c 

havro helped me. F< t now I am gr<Xn attached to thla 

8ecau.« Mrs. Bennett wae such an migration aM i n teacher like 

school, I plan t«' 8‘> '’’•* cnl>-«8« Z^\, «ho will come after me to find the 

Mrs. Bennett. I would like to help »lrl» ^o 

riHura ^tgrt^rlut^r:! “l kf Z'l 

dll .jhi tf» f T '4av to Mora flild Dyd, Mrs* Bennett • Mi. Hey* 

Some day I will be «3Hle tt .ay ph-nk vou for believing In «e end ell 

Mrs. Clarke. Miss Sulllv..n. and Dr. Lyon., hank you for 8 

that you did for me, and here Is my debt paid back. 
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